Hui Ola Pono Student Organization

Constitutional By-Laws

Preamble:

We the students of the John A. Burns School of Medicine (JABSOM) Department of Public Health Sciences and Epidemiology at the University of Hawaii, by our common consent, hereby establish these Constitutional By-Laws of the Hui Ola Pono to further the following goals:

1. To assist and actively participate in determining and fulfilling the overall goals of the JABSOM Dept. of PH Sciences and Epidemiology.

2. To provide an open forum for free expression of diverse opinion essential to any community seeking education and human development.

3. To provide a vehicle for responsible student representation to the department on standing and ad hoc committees concerned with student matters.

4. To present in an effective manner the ideas, interests, and concerns of the members of the student body and to serve as a liaison between the faculty, administration, and student body within the means of the law and without breaking confidentiality.

5. To provide a means for the initiation and direction of students’ actions and activities.

6. To provide a solid network among the students in all levels and phases of education in order to promote understanding, cooperation and sharing of information.

7. To promote social, recreational and informal education activities to benefit all students in the program.

8. To provide particular support and guidance for incoming students.

9. To link students in this program with other students, locally, nationally, and internationally.

Article I – Name

· The name of this association shall be “Hui Ola Pono” and shall hereafter be referred to as the Hui, or the Group fro the People’s Health.

Article II – Membership

Section A – Full Membership

· All classified students in the MPH, MS and PhD programs in the JABSOM Dept. of PH Sciences and Epidemiology and Gerontology shall be full members of this student organization (Hui), with full voting and office-holding rights.

Section B – Honorary Membership

· Alumni of JABSOM Dept. of PH Sciences and Epidemiology (and Gerontology) programs and the former University of Hawaii School of Public Health shall be honorary members.

· Unclassified students shall be honorary members.

· Honorary membership shall be life-long

· Honorary members are non-voting members.

Article III – Steering Council

Section A – Composition

· The Steering Council, hereafter referred to as the Council, shall be comprised of the following elective offices:

1. Chairperson

2. Vice Chairperson

3. Secretary

4. Treasurer

5. One Ex-officio member from the Alumni Association

· All classified students will be eligible to hold elective office on the Council.  If a vacancy, due to resignation or otherwise, occurs during an officer’s term, then the remaining Council members will have the authority to appoint an interim replacement until such a time as the membership elects a replacement person.

Section B – Powers & Duties

· The powers and duties of the Council shall be:

1. To solicit member’ opinions and to contribute to the shaping of the policies of the JABSOM Dept. of PH Sciences and Epidemiology on the basis of these opinions.

2. To solicit and collect an annual membership fee from members, which will entitle students to membership for one academic year (i.e. Fall and Spring semesters.)  This amount will be determined annually by the full membership.

3. To conduct all elections & appointments.

4. To work with student members in creating, repealing, and amending all by-laws as necessary and proper for the conduct of the student government consistent with the Constitutional By-Laws.

5. To recognize and supplement non-formal academic and cultural needs not otherwise fulfilled by the program or school. 

6. To be a member in good standing with the Graduate Student Organization (GSO) of the University of Hawaii and be eligible for GSP grant money.

7. To annually renew the registration of the Hui Ola Pono student organization with the Bureau of Student Activities (Assistant Director, Willis E. Dunne) as required by the Student Campus Center.

8. Have all Steering Council members and other designated members who collect money, record the name of the student, the purpose and amount and give money to the treasurer.

Article IV – Elected Officers

Section A – Chairperson

· The powers and duties of the Chairperson shall be:

1. To serve as the spokesperson for the student body and to present the student’s ideas and issues to the administration, community, outside organizations, faculty and staff.

2. To preside over the student fo4rmum meetings on a rotation basis with the Vice Chairperson.

3. To convene additional forum meetings if deemed necessary by the student membership for matters of concern or urgency.

Section B – Vice Chairperson

· The powers and duties of the Vice Chairperson shall be:

1. To organize the representation of students on all standing and ad hoc committees concerned with student matters.

2. To coordinate the elections each year, for both officers and committee members.

3. To share the responsibility to chair the student forum meetings with the chairperson on a rotating basis.

Section C – Secretary

· The powers and duties of the Secretary shall be:

1. To record and summarize the minutes of each student forum meeting.

2. To maintain, preserve, and file records of the activities of the Hui.

Section D – Treasurer

· The powers and duties of the Treasurer shall be:

1. To be responsible for monitoring all funds of the Hui.

2. To solicit the membership fee from each member annually and deposit the same amount in to the Hui’s bank account, keeping a current log of the paid memberships.

3. To make a monthly written report outlining all debits, credits, and current bank account balances and present it to the membership at the monthly forum meetings.

Article V – Meetings

Section A – Forum Rules & Procedures

· The Council and student member ship shall meet at least once per month on a date agreed upon by the majority and this meeting shall be called ‘The Forum’.

· Additional forum meetings may be initiated by the student members for consideration of matters of urgency or special interest of the student body.

· The membership shall be given at least one week’s advance written notice of the meeting, including time, location, general purpose, and the agenda.

· All decisions of the Council and student body shall be made by a majority of the members present at the Forum or by those who submit their vote in writing to the Forum meeting.

· All members at the Forum may speak openly.

· The membership may, at its discretion, invite stall, faculty, and administration to participate in specific Forum meetings.

· Each Council member shall be given a copy of these Constit7utional By-Laws when he/she takes office.

· Copies of the Constitutional By-Laws shall be on file (D-104) and in the department’s Student Services Office (D-204).

Article VI – Election

· The Council, with assistance from the student membership, shall conduct elections annually in September or January, as necessary.

· All candidates for the Council shall be classified students and members of the Hui.

· The names of the candidates nominated for election shall be submitted to the Council no later than 5 days prior to the election date.

· Elections shall be by secret ballot, to be case personally by each voting member.

· Terms of office shall be for one calendar year from the date of election, if applicable.

Article VII – Committees

Section A – Committees & Elections

· Any member of the Hui is eligible to participate in any of the standing committees of the JABSOM Dept of PH Sciences and Epidemiology in the manner specified in the School Governance document.

· Elections of the representatives for committees will be held at the same time as the annual officer elections.

· The following are standing committees of the JAPSOM Dept. of PH Sciences and Epidemiology:

1. Admissions Committee

2. Curriculum Committee

3. Department Meeting Committee

4. Alumni Committee

5. Student Space Committee

6. Innovations / Technology Committee (including webmaster duties)

· At least one of the student seats on each committee shall be filled by a member of the Council, or when necessary, a Hui member.

· Committee representatives will provide reports at the student forum meetings, which will be filed in the Hui files (D-102) for student access.

Article VIII – Amendments & Ratification Procedures

· Proposed amendments to these Constitutional By-Laws may be submitted to the Council in the form of a petition signed by 10% of the voting membership or submitted to a monthly Forum meeting for a majority vote by the Hui.

· Approved amendments shall take effect following a majority vote by the Hui.

· Ratification of the Constitutional By-Laws can be made by the majority vote of members present in a forum meeting.

